Here's What's Happening at
the Partnership!
Who We Are...
The Partnership for Children of Wayne County, Inc. is a non-profit organization
designed to provide programs and services for families and children in Wayne
County, North Carolina. We build partnerships with families and the community to
create a comprehensive system of early care and education. In doing so, our
community leads the way in building a brighter future for all of North Carolina.

A Few Words From Selena Bennett,
PFCW Secretary
The Road to Graduation
The road to graduation is not easy for many of our
children. As a former classroom teacher and school
counselor, I saw many of my students grow up to be
successful, productive citizens. Unfortunately, I also
saw students in the elementary grades who were
already struggling, and I knew that the barriers to
graduation for these students were tremendous. In my
role as a board member for the Partnership for
Children of Wayne County and as the Executive
Director for Communities Supporting Schools, I see
the challenges every day that become road blocks to
success for our students. These road blocks begin at
birth for many. Students from single-family homes, low
socio-economic backgrounds, and students who have
poor health/nutrition struggle every day if they do not
receive the necessary support systems.
The four year cohort graduation rate for Wayne County Public Schools for the 2018-2019
school year is at 82.6% and for North Carolina the rate is at 86.5% for the class. Our goal is
for 100% of our students to graduate from high school and have choices for their education
that lead to a future career. Although the high school dropout rate has declined and the
graduation rate has increased, we still have work to do.
Students who begin kindergarten with no preschool experience and a limited vocabulary are
already behind. Once a student begins their academic journey behind, they struggle to
catch up, especially if they do not have a strong support system at home. We also know that
the chances of becoming a statistic in the criminal system is high for many high school
dropouts.
Our ultimate goal as parents and educators is to help our youth achieve milestones, such as
graduation.
We know many of reasons why students don’t succeed in school. We need to carefully
consider how we can best help our children to achieve. First and foremost, we need to
recognize that learning begins at birth. The importance of those early years, of preschool
programs, and early childhood education is imperative. Programs offered through the
Partnership for Children of Wayne County provide opportunities to help young families get
their children started off on the path for success. Educators, agencies, families, and the
faith-based community all need to work together to support our students in an effort to
continue to increase the graduation rate.

Selena Bennett, Executive Director
Communities in Schools

And... speaking of

Halloween...

Did you know that, in addition to
games, puzzles, books, puppets,
science items, music and riding
toys, the Partnership's Lending
Library has dress up items perfect
for trick or treating! Our new
friend, Mia, agreed to pose in one
of the princess dresses we have

available for check-out. Doesn't
she look lovely?

The Lending Library has a registration fee of only $15 per year. Seven items
may be checked out at a time. Stop by and view this wonderful service
provided by the Partnership. It might just be perfect for you!

2019 Touch-a-Truck
Despite the weather, we had a
great turnout and a marvelous
time at The Partnership's 3rd
Annual Touch-a-Truck!
Mark your calendars and join
us next year on August 22nd.
You won't want to miss it!

Dolly Parton Imagination
Library
We are continuing to register children for
the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. If
your child is aged birth to 5 years old...

Sign Them Up!
Your child will receive a FREE book in
the mail every month until they reach the
age of 5. Registration slips can be found
at the Partnership for Children of Wayne
County office on William Street... or you can register on line at www.pfcw.org. Please
call Sharon at 919-735-3371 x 221 for further information.

Do You Know
EVERYTHING the
Partnership does for the
children of Wayne
County?
Visit www.pfcw.org and review all our
programs. We think you'll be
surprised!

The Partnership for Children of
Wayne County | www.pfcw.org









