Here's What's Happening at
the Partnership!
Who We Are...
The Partnership for Children of Wayne County, Inc. is a non-profit organization designed to
provide programs and services for families and children in Wayne County, North Carolina. We
build partnerships with families and the community to create a comprehensive system of
early care and education. In doing so, our community leads the way in building a brighter
future for all of North Carolina.

Some Thoughts from our Board Member,
Kriquette Davis

April will be here soon and is Child Abuse Prevention
Month.
It is an opportunity for us to educate our communities about
the magnitude of this problem. There are many different
types of Child Abuse: physical, emotional and sexual.
Sometimes it’s just one type, but often it is all three.
Child sexual abuse is one of the most prevalent public health
issues facing society today. Child sexual abuse is any sexual

act between an adult and a minor, or between two minors when one exerts power over the
other. It also includes non-contact acts such as exhibitionism, exposure to pornography, and
voyeurism. It happens in places like homes, neighborhoods, schools, and youth sports
environments, but it also occurs online, such as child pornography or communicating in a
sexual manner by phone or internet.
Only about 38% of child victims disclose the fact they have been sexually abused. It is likely
the most prevalent health problem children face with the most serious array of
consequences. About one in seven girls and one in 25 boys with be sexually abused before
they turn 18.
Nearly 70% of all reported sexual assaults occur to children aged 17 and under. 81% of
incidents for all ages occur in one on one circumstances. Six to 11-year-old children are most
likely (23%) to be abused in multiple-victim circumstances.
Signs that a child is being sexually abused are often present, but they are often
indistinguishable from other signs of childhood stress, distress or trauma. Some of the
physical signs include bruising, bleeding, redness and bumps, or scabs around the mouth,
genitals or anus. Urinary tract infections, sexually transmitted diseases and abnormal vaginal
or penile discharge are also warning signs. Quite often, child sexual abuse victims exhibit
anxiety, chronic stomach pains or aches or headaches. Emotional and behavioral signals are
common among sexually abused children. Some of these are “too perfect” behavior,
withdrawal, fear, depression, unexplained anger and rebellion. Use of alcohol or drugs at an
early age can be a sign of trauma such as child sexual abuse.
Victims may exhibit a wide range of immediate reactions, both in magnitude and form.
Resilient children may not suffer serious consequences, whereas other children with the
same experience may be highly traumatized. Some victims do not display immediate,
emotional symptoms in response to the abuse. Some common consequences of trauma
include nightmares, bed wetting, falling grades, cruelty to animals, bullying, being bullied, fire
setting, runaway, higher risk of teen pregnancy, obesity and eating disorders, depression and
self-harm of any kind. One of the most telling signs that sexual abuse is occurring is sexual
behavior and language that is not age appropriate.
Child sexual abuse reports should be made to the state’s child protective service
agency, the police, or both.
All types of child abuse are preventable. As adults it is our responsibility to make sure that our
children grow up with their innocence intact. We must be educated, responsible and vigilant;
and know the signs and how to act if abuse is suspected. We can arm our children with
knowledge, but it is our responsibility to keep our children safe.

Don't Forget the Lobster & Shrimp Fest
Because....

And Also... Communities Supporting Schools
Upcoming Fun... Fundraiser!

Did you know that you can donate to the Wayne County Partnership for
Children... without spending an extra penny... whenever you place an
order on Amazon!
The Partnership is a participant in AmazonSmile. The website features all
the same products and same prices as Amazon, is operated by Amazon,
but gives the charitable organization of your choice 0.5% of your purchase
price.
It's easy to do, just visit www.smile.amazon.com and search for, then
select Wayne County Partnership for Children, Inc. as your organization of
choice.
It's as simple at that. The AmazonSmile Foundation will automatically send
your donation along to us!

Bet You don't know
EVERYTHING the
Partnership does for the
children of Wayne
County...
Visit www.pfcw.org and review all of
our wonderful programs. We think
you'll be surprised!
The Partnership for Children of
Wayne County | www.pfcw.org









